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Got (real) milk?

The Queens Galley soup kitchen now does, thanks to ngston mayor and others |

BY ROBERT FORD
Ulster County Press

A cold glass of milk ... it pretty much
goes great with everything, from choco-
late chip cookies to peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches to a morning bowl of
cereal. Yet youngsters who have been
eating mneals at the Gueens Galley soup
kitchen on Washington Street have not
had that pleasure because for the last
year the Galley only had powdered
milk; yes, equally nutritious, but not
nearly as tasty.

But that all changed this week,
thanks to Mayor James Sottile, Dick
Boice Sr, and Susan Epstein and John
Hickey of West Park.

Quickly approaching its one-year an-
niversary next month, the Queens Gal-
ley and its soup kitchen has been pro-
viding meals to the city’s needy and
those in the surrounding communi-
ties.

"However, since we began all we have
had to offer for beverages are coffes,
iced tea, water and powdered milk,”
said Diane Reeder, managing divector.
*And when we were primarily serving
adults, it wasn't a problem. But now
that we are seeing more families and
their children, I had this overwhelming
guilt knowing how powdered milk
tastes.”

Reeder said the soup kitchen serves

nutritious meals to six to 12 children, |

mostly on weekends and for their
evening meals.

"The numbers increased during the
recent winter and spring vacations and
will probably increase over the sum-
mer, when the children aren't in school
to get the free breakfasts and unches
the school districts serve to needy chil-
dren,” Reeder said.

In December, when the number of R .
families with children coming to the |-

soup kitchen began to increase, Reeder
started looking for retiil stores and oth-
ers to get a discount on milk. "I didn't
realize how difficult it would be,” she
said.

milk and there is a low mark up, so
none would discount it for the Queens
Galley, Reeder said.

But recently she was meeting with
Sottile on other topics when he "asked
if there was anything else he could do,"
Reeder said. She told him about the
powdered milk and her inability to get
anyone to dxscount milk to the soup
kitchen.

"He made a call and contacted Dick
Boice, Sr., whose family operates the
Boice Family Dairy” Reeder said.

Now. the soup kitchen has a source of

Retail stores make little profit on -
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A REAL MILK MUSTACHE. Children and their famifies who need to use

the Queens Galley soup kitchen in Kingston will now have the opportunity to
drink fresh milk, instead of the powdered variety.

discounted milk and, thanks to Epstein
and Hickey, who donated money to pur-
chase the first 500 gallons, youngsters
will be able fo enjoy cold milk on their
cereal, with their peanut butter and jel-
ly sandwiches and o dunk their choco-
1ate chip cookies into.

To help with the Queens Galley's ef-

forts donations can be made by either ~
check, and sent to The Queens Galley,
254 Washington Avenue, Kingston, v
12401, or by calling 338-3468 or online at :
www.thequeensgalleyorg. B

Bach gallon of milk costs $1.80 rather
than the pearly $3 per gallon that it
costs inretail stores.




